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THE MINOH POST includes information from Minoh City,
the Minoh Multicultural Center and the Minoh Association
for Global Awareness (MAFGA). It is written in “Easy

Japanese”, Korean, Chinese, and English. In the “Minoh
City Information” section, important notices from Minoh City
appear from the Momiji Dayori, the monthly newsletter
published by Minoh City and distributed to residents in
Minoh City. MAFGA compiles THE MINOH POST once
every two months and sends it to international residents. If
you wish to receive issues, please contact MAFGA.
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‘ their first language.

It contains information to help you if you have any
problems or questions about living in Minoh. “Welcome to
Minoh! We're glad to meet you all. We welcome you as a
member of the community” — that’s our sincere hope.

The “Minoh City Welcome Pack” is available in Korean,
Chinese, English, Indonesian, and Vietnamese, as well as
in Japanese. It is full of useful information for living in

Minoh, such as consultation services in various
languages, childcare, earthquakes, typhoons, heavy
rains, emergency hospitals, medical interpreters

(language support for going to the hospital), how to put out
the garbage, etc. You may find it helpful for your daily life
in Minoh. Please keep it where you can easily find it.

Tanaya, a long-time “comm cafe” volunteer, says, “I've
been wanting a booklet like this for a long time. The
turmeric color is invigorating, and it gives me a warm
feeling of welcome. I'm so happy!”
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MAFGA TEL: 072-727-6912
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The “Minoh City Welcome Pack” is distributed to
newcomers to Minoh City from April 2020 onwards at the
Citizen’s Registration Division (Madoguchi-ka), Toyokawa
Branch and Todoromi Branch of the Minoh City Office.
Those who have lived in Minoh since before April 2020
and do not have the “Minoh City
Welcome Pack” can get it by
downloading from the Minoh City
website. If you want a printed copy,
please come to Culture and
International Division (Bunka Kokusai-
shitsu) of the City Office or MAFGA.

(https://lwww.city.minoh.lg.jp/multilingual/nihongo.html)
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Voices of International Residents

We introduce residents from various countries who live
in this area and interview them about how they take part
in the local community. The theme of this issue is “about
studying in a local Japanese language class”.

No. 20 Ms. Lee Eun Joo

€ Ms. Lee from Seoul,
South Korea, came to Japan
in April 2019 because her
husband started a company
in Osaka. She lives in
Toyonaka with her husband
and two sons. She started
studying Japanese when
she came to Japan.
(Interviewed by Hong Mira,
Reiko Hamauchi, Miyuki
Yagi)

-- How much did you speak Japanese when you
started living in Japan?

| have traveled to Japan many times, but | could hardly
understand Japanese. At first | lived in Namba, Osaka
City. There was a volunteer teaching Japanese nearby,
so | started going immediately. | learned a simple
Japanese and ‘“hiragana”, such as “Konnichiwa” or
“Ohayo”.

-- Where and what kind of Japanese class are you
studying now?

I’'m attending at MAFGA's Japanese language classes.
“‘Akane” on Thursday and “Himawari” on Friday. | can
practice conversation there. | am also interested in
writing Japanese, so | also attend a Japanese language
class in Suita City on Monday and Thursday afternoons.
Actually | would like to attend “Sasayuri” where | can
study reading and writing, but | can’t because | have work
on Tuesday.

-- What kind of work do you do?
| am an educational researcher at a Korean university,
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and the theme is “curriculum design”. There is an online
meeting every Tuesday with my professor and other
members. Sometimes | work on my personal computer
all day long.

-- How did you find the Japanese language class?

I moved to Toyonaka City in April 2020. At that time, | was
able to understand Japanese conversation a little, and
wanted to study more. | searched on the Internet for
“Japanese language class” as a keyword. As a result, |
found MAFGA. There are various classrooms, so |
recommended them to my husband. My husband is
studying through “Akane” and “Seinan Nihongo”.

-- Do you use the Japanese you learned outside the
classroom?

| try to write and talk a lot. My Japanese friend says, “It
takes time to talk to you,” because | ask, “Please speak
slowly” and listen to it over and over again. It would be
easy for her and me to speak in English, but that would
not help me study Japanese.

-- What made you happy about studying Japanese?
When | go to the hospital, | prepare so | could explain my
symptoms correctly to my doctor. I'm happy when | can
say well “| have a headache” or “I have a fever’. When |
don’t understand the doctor’s explanation, | ask, “Please
say slowly.” Most doctors are kind enough to explain.
Also, I'm happy when the staff understands what | want
when | go shopping.

-- What kind of studying do you want from now on?
And what do you want to do if you become good at
Japanese?

| want to learn a lot more words and phrases. | also want
to learn “kanji”. And when | get better, | want to volunteer.
| was taken care of by a volunteer teacher in the Namba
classroom where | first learned Japanese, so | would like
to give back where | live now.

--What do you think of MAFGA's Japanese language
class?

The good points are that we can choose various contents
and time, and that the teacher is good at teaching. The
teaching materials are well prepared, and the teachers
teach carefully even for beginner level students.

--What do you want to do in Japan in the future? Do
you have any goals you want to aim for?

Osaka University also has research area in common with
mine. My desire is to be able to use Japanese well and
become a bridge that connects Korean professors in
charge of my theme and Japanese professors.

-- Do you have any advice for those who have just
started living in Japan or who are coming to Japan?
| think some people can adapt in with Japan and others
can’t, because of the different cultures and customs.
However, Japan is a society that values rules, so try to
keep them. If you can do that, Japan will be a
comfortable place to live in.
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Minoh City Information

At the Minoh City website, click on the top-right button
<Multilingual> to find information in

Please note that the information below is as of November
16, 2020. Due to the spread of the novel coronavirus, the
schedule and the content of procedures are subject to
change. To update the information, please visit the Minoh

Ls | City website.

Welfare

@® Severely-disabled People’s Medical Care
Certificate (Judo-shogaisha Iryosho) and
Single Parent Family Medical Care Certificate

(Hitorioya Katei Iryosho) Were Renewed

The above certificates, which reduce medical care
expenses, were renewed as of November 1. The
application forms (Koshin Shinseisho) were sent to those

& lwho are eligible and need to re-apply. The new Medical

Care Certificates were sent at the end of October to those
who had already applied for a renewal. If you have not
applied yet, please submit the form to the counter of the
Minoh City Office as soon as possible.

*The following people are eligible to receive medical
subsidies from the city. Depending on your income, you
may or may not be able to receive this support. Please ask
Minoh City Office for details.

(1) Severely disabled people who are eligible for medical
care expense support:

a. Physical Disability Certificate Category 1 or 2 (Those
who have the Shintai Shogaisha Techo 1 or 2)

b. Medical Rehabilitation Handbook Category A (Those
who have the Ryoiku Techo A)

c. Medical Rehabilitation Handbook Category B1 (Those
who have the Ryoiku Techo B1) with the Physical
Disability Certificate

d. Mental Disability Certificate Category 1 (Those who
have the Seishin Shogaisha Techo 1)

e. Designated Intractable Disease (Specific Disease)
Certificate (Those who have the Shiteinanbyo
Tokuteishikkan Jukyushasho) with the Disability Pension
or the Special Child Raising Allowance Category 1

(2) Single parent family’s medical care expense support:
a. Children being raised by a single parent (The age cut-
off date is Mar. 31, the end of the fiscal year for children
reaching age 18)

b. Single parents raising children by themselves

c¢. Guardians who are bringing up children whose parents
either passed away or are unable to care for them
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For details: Long-term Care Insurance, Medical Subsidies
& Pension Office (Kaigo Iryou Nenkin-shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-6733 FAX: 072-724-6040

e-mail: iryouseido@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

Health

@® Subsidy for Influenza Vaccinations to

Expectant Mothers and Students

A subsidy for seasonal influenza vaccination is given to
pregnant women and those who are at an age of (2) and
(3) below including students preparing for entrance exams
(eg. middle/high school third year students). Application
forms (Joseikin Shinseisho) were sent to applicable
persons.

Subsidy: ¥1,000 (only once per person)

Eligibility: Resident of Minoh as of Oct. 1 - Dec. 28, 2020
and either of the following:

(1) Those who are expecting babies and have Mother and
Child Health Handbook (Boshi Kenko Techo)

(2) Those born between Apr. 2, 2005 and Apr. 1, 2006

(3) Those born between Apr. 2, 2002 and Apr. 1, 2003
Vaccination due: The subsidy is valid for vaccination no
later than Mon., Dec. 28.

How to apply: Submit the application form at the clinic
where you are getting vaccinated. If the application form

% ihas not yet arrived to you, please contact the Children

Healthy Division.

X If you have already been vaccinated before arrival of
application form, you can get a refund afterwards. Please
apply with the receipt of the vaccination. If you have
difficulty in understanding, please consult with MAFGA.
For details: Children Healthy Division (Kodomo Sukoyaka-
shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-6768 FAX: 072-721-9907

e-mail: sukoyaka@maple.city.minoh.Ig.jp

Children & Education

@Briefing Session for 2021 School Enroliment
A briefing session will be held for
the guardians of children who will
enroll in  elementary/middle
schools in Minoh City in April
2021. You can get information on
what you have to prepare before
enroliment and how their school
life will be, etc. If you are unable
to attend, please inform the
school in advance. If you prefer
to access the content of the briefing online, please consult
with the school.

2%No briefing session will be held with Todoromi and Saito-
no-oka Junior High Schools.
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Items to bring: School Attendance Notice Letter (Shugaku
Tsuchisho) to be received by mid-January (by mail if you
enroll your child in an elementary school, through your
child’s present elementary school if you enroll your child
in a middle school), slippers, writing utensils (notebook,
pen, etc.)

For Details: School Life Support Division (Gakko Seikatsu
Shien-ka)

TEL: 072-724-6760 FAX: 072-724-6010

e-mail : edushien@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

@® Free Legal Aid Service for Single-parent

Families

A “single-parent family” means a household consisting of
a mother and a child/children, or a father and a
child/children. If you became a single parent by divorce or
other reasons, or are planning to divorce, you can receive
free legal advice from a lawyer about your problems and
concerns.
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@ Scope of consultation

Child support (payment receivable for child raising),
parent-child visitation (arrangements to ensure face-to-
face contact with separated children), alimony, distribution
of property and pension splitting and other arrangements
to be made at divorce and the recovery of unpaid child
support, etc.

Date: Sat., Dec. 19, 2020 and Tue., Jan. 28, 2021

Time: 13:00-16:00 (25 minutes per person)

Place: General Reception of Child & Youth Support
(Kodomo Sogo Madoguchi)

Fee: Free

Application: Please call Childcare Support Division
(Kosodate Shien-ka) for appointment.

For details: Childcare Support Division (Kosodate Shienka)
TEL: 072-724-6738 FAX: 072-721-9907

e-mail: kodomo@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

Life

@®Year-end and New Year Holiday Closings
@ Minoh City Office

szt Minoh City Office: Closed romTue.,Dec. 29 to Sun.,Jan. 3.

Toyokawa Branch, Todoromi Branch: Closed from Tue.,
Dec. 29 to Sun., Jan. 3.

X Certificate Issuance: No service will be available at both
the City Office and convenience stores during the closed
period. Family registry: Service will be available at the
guard room located at the west gate of the City Office Main
Building even during the closure.

@ Minoh City Hospital

Closed from Tue., Dec. 29 to Sun., Jan. 3.

¥ Emergency patients with illnesses (Internal Medicine)
and serious injuries (Surgery) will be accepted 24 hours
even during the closed period. Emergency Dentistry will
be available from Tue., Dec. 29 to Sun., Jan. 3 (from 10:00
to 17:00). The reception counter will be closed at 16:30.
Be sure to contact by phone before your visit. Please bring
your Health Insurance Card.

For details: Minoh City Hospital (Minoh Shiritsu Byoin)
TEL: 072-728-2001 FAX: 072-728-7482

¥ Toyono Wide Area Children Sudden lliness Center
The center will only be open for children under middle
school age for Pediatrics between Tue, Dec. 29 and Sun.,
Jan. 3.

Mon., Dec. 28: The reception hours are from 18:30 to 6:30
the next morning. (Treatment by doctors starts from
19:00.)

Tue., Dec. 29 to Sun., Jan. 3: The reception hours are from
8:30 to 6:30 the next morning. (Treatment by doctors
starts from 9:00.)

Please bring your child’s Health Insurance Card and
Mother and Child Health Handbook (Boshi Kenko Techo).
For details: Toyono Wide Area Children Sudden lliness
Center (Toyono Koiki Kodomo Kyubyo Center)

TEL: 072-729-1981 FAX: 072-728-4194
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®Libraries

(1) Chuo, Kayano-minami, Sakuragaoka, Seinan &
Onohara Libraries, Right-pia 21: Closed from Mon., Dec.
28 to Mon., Jan. 4.

2% Higashi Library is closed for repairing until Fri.,
26, 2021.

(2) Mobile library Midori-go: Closed from Sat., Dec. 26 to
Tue., Jan. 5.

2 You may borrow books for about 3 weeks from Tue.,
Dec. 15 at libraries (1) & (2).

(3) Todoromi Haihonsho: Closed from Wed., Dec. 23 to
Mon., Jan. 4.

@ Certificate Issuing Service

Chuo, Kayano-minami, Sakuragaoka & Seinan Libraries,
Multicultural Center, Higashi Lifelong Learning Center,
Minoh Citizens’ Activities Center: No service from Mon.,
Dec. 28 to Mon., Jan. 4.

Right-pia 21: No service fomTue., Dec. 29 to Sun., Jan. 3.
€ Orange Yuzuru Bus

Runs “Sundays/Holidays Route” from Sun.,
Fri., Jan. 3.

For details: Hankyu Bus Ibaraki Office

TEL: 072-643-6301

©MAFGA

Closed from Mon., Dec. 28 to Mon., Jan. 4.
For details: MAFGA

TEL: 072-727-6912 FAX: 072-727-6920
e-mail: info@mafga.or.jp

Feb.

Dec. 29 to

Please see the enclosed flyer for the garbage collection
schedule during Year-end and New Year Holidays.

Safety

@®Have You Installed Residential Fire Alarms
Yet?

Residential fire alarms are the devices that let you know
by sound that a fire has broken out at your house. They

| |are very important in order to reduce fatalities from delay

in escaping and to avoid losing homes or properties.
Minoh City requires every household to install residential
fire alarms, which need to be installed in bedrooms,
kitchen, and stairway of all the houses. One important
thing you have to keep in mind is that if your fire alarms
get too old, they can’t sense fire well. The expected life
span of the devices is about ten years. If you installed
them more than ten years ago, you should immediately
replace them with new ones.

If your house is still without residential fire alarms, please
install them as soon as possible. You can buy the devices
£ | at an electric shop or a DIY store (so-called “home center”
in Japan), and install them by yourself.

% The Minoh City website gives detailed information
including where/how to install the fire alarms in easy
Japanese and English.
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For details: Fire Prevention Office, Fire
Department Headquarters (Shobo Honbu
Yobo-shitsu)

Tel: 072-724-9995 FAX: 072-724-3999
e-mail: yobou@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

1 English

@®Seven Hints for Preventing House Fires
Many house fires are caused out by carelessness. People
can prevent fire with the following “3 habits and 4
preparations.”

€ 3 habits (to prevent fire):

(1) No smoking in bed.

(2) Do not put heaters near flammable things.

(3) Be sure to turn off gas when you leave the stove.

@4 preparations (to escape or to reduce damages in case
of fire):

(1) Install fire alarms to escape quickly.

(2) Use non-flammable (flame-resistant) fabrics for
beddings, clothing and curtains.

(3) Equip fire extinguishers to put out fire at an early stage.
(4) Check with your neighbors so that they can help each
other to protect elderlies and disabled persons from fire.
For details: Fire Prevention Office, Fire Department
Headquarters (Shobo Honbu Yobo-shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-9995 FAX: 072-724-3999

e-mail: yobou@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

@To Prevent Arson

Setting a fire to burn a house is called “arson”. Many of the
causes of fires are due to arson. Please take the following
precautions to prevent such arsons.

(1) When taking out the
garbage, follow the
collection date and time.
Don’t put out garbage the
prior night of the collection

day.
(2) Do not put flammable
materials (cardboard, old

L I newspapers, magazines, etc.) around the house.

(3) Turn on the lights of the entrance and the gate to
lighten the area around the house.

(4) Don'’t leave postal items in the mailbox.

(5) Use non-flammable covers for cars and motorbikes.
(6) Lock houses that you do not live in, the garage, the
shed, etc.
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If you find a fire, please inform people nearby in a loud
voice. And please call the fire station. The emergency
telephone number of the fire station is 119.

For details: Fire Suppression Offices No.1 & No.2, Minoh
Fire Station (Shobosho Keibo Daiichi-shitsu Daini-shitsu)
TEL: 072-724-9090 FAX: 072-724-6416

e-mail: keibouland2@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

@ Annual Emergency Drill - Sunday, January

17, 2021

An emergency drill is a way to practice what to do in the
event of a major earthquake and other disasters. Minoh
City carries out a citywide emergency drill on January 17
every year. The drill for 2021 will be held on Sunday and
5 | joining the drill with your whole family is encouraged. The
drill starts at 10:00. When it starts, you will hear the
announcement through the “disaster prevention speakers”
in your neighborhood. All drills and events which are
usually held at evacuation centers are cancelled due to
the spread of the novel coronavirus in 2021. Practice the
following things at your home.

@ Put up a “vellow handkerchief” in front of the house

In Minoh City, “yellow
handkerchiefs” are used
to quickly confirm if
residents are  safe.
Please put up a “yellow
handkerchief’ in front of
your house, at the
entrance for instance, if
everyone in your family at
home is safe without
injury after a disaster. It informs neighbors, “Our family is
all right!” During the drill, pick up a yellow cloth at home
and find out where is the best place to put it up. (You may
use any big eye-catching yellow cloth or towel.)

@ Listen to the FM radio ‘Tackey 816’ (81.6MHz) with your

family
Minoh City will repeatedly announce the information about
evacuation, opening evacuation centers, lifeline

restoration, distribution of relief supplies and situation of
damage when disaster occurs. Prepare a radio set and
listen to ‘Tackey 816’ in the case of emergency. You can
also listen to ‘Tackey 816’ through smartphones. A special
program will be broadcasted from 10:00 on the day of drill.
@ Confirm your daily preparedness for disaster with your
family

To reduce the damage

of disaster, it s
important to make
preparations at home.
During the drill, check
with your family whether
your preparation is
enough.

(1) Stock food and drinking water to last 3 days at home.
(2) Prepare an emergency bag.

(3) Always keep the bathtub full of water.

(4) Always keep your car’s gasoline full.
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(5) Check the location of furniture and fix it against the
wall, etc.

(6) Confirm the place where your family meet again in the
case of being separated.

For details: Civil Defense Office (Shimin Anzen Seisaku-
shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-6750 FAX: 072-724-6376

e-mail: bousai@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

Washing Hands
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--An important measure to prevent the infection of COVID-19

< - - hands, apply soap and rub the
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Correct Way to Wash Hands

(1) After thoroughly wetting your

and down.

(5) Twist and wash your thumbs with
the palms of your hands.
(6) Don’t forget to clean your wrists.
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Information from MAFGA

For details and application: MAFGA
TEL: 072-727-6912 FAX: 072-727-6920
e-mail: info@mafga.or.jp

@Japanese Language Classes of the End and
Beginning of the Year

@ Sasayuri

Last class in 2020: Tue., Dec. 22
First class in 2021: Tue., Jan. 12
€ Akane

Last class in 2020: Thu., Dec. 17
First class in 2021: Thu., Jan. 14
& Himawari

Last class in 2020: Fri., Dec. 18
First class in 2021: Fri., Jan. 8

¥ Kayano Nihongo

Last class in 2020: Fri., Dec. 18
First class in 2021: Fri., Jan. 8
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< If you have difficulties in contacting each organizer or department, please ask MAFGA. We are ready to help you. &

MAFGA TEL: 072-727-6912

e-mail: info@mafga.or.jp

URL: http://www.mafga.or.jp
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€ Seinan Nihongo

Last class in 2020: Wed., Dec. 23
First class in 2021: Wed., Jan. 13
@ Higashi Nihongo

Last class in 2020: Sun., Dec. 20
First class in 2021: Sun., Jan. 10

€ San San Club

Last class in 2020: Wed., Dec. 16
First class in 2021: Wed., Jan. 13
@ T.E.S. Nihongo Saturday Class
Last class in 2020: Sat., Dec. 19

First class in 2021: Sat., Jan. 9

@®Lawyer Consultation Service for International

Residents

You can consult a lawyer about any difficulties or
questions you have. There is a consultation booth for daily
life in Japan. This event is free of charge.

Please call MAFGA for an appointment at least one week
prior to the date.

You have up to 1 hour for your consultation meeting. When
you are booking an appointment, you can also request
interpreting service.

(Consultation with ZOOM is also available.) Please feel
free to participate. You will receive warm welcome.

Date & Time: Sun., Jan. 24 13:00-16:00

Place: Minoh Multicultural Center (MAFGA)

X Please refer to the enclosed flyer for more details.
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The Minoh Association for Global Awareness (MAFGA) is a
foundation offering various programs to support international
residents in leading easy lives in Japan. MAFGA promotes
opportunities that people of different nationality, culture or
generation may get to know each other.
OPEN: Tuesday - Sunday, &
Mondays that fall on National Holiday
OFFICE HOURS: 8:45-17:15
TEL: 072-727-6912 FAX: 072-727-6920
e-mail info@mafga.or.jp URL http://www.mafga.or.jp/
Minoh Shiritsu Tabunka Koryu Center
(Minoh Multicultural Center) 1F
5-2-36 Onohara-nishi, Minoh, Osaka 562-0032
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